
Butterfly Survey trip Hungary 20010 – report by Aaron Kennett 

 

Well what a fantastic way to spend 3 weeks of the summer! I must admit I did 

have some reservations leading up to the trip, as I am but a novas in the field 

of conservation, and wasn’t entirely sure of what to expect. I wanted to learn 

more about European butterflies, about their habitats, why some are 

becoming endangered, and what we can do to help ensure their future. But 

hey it was 3 weeks of my summer to, so I wanted to have fun doing it, and that 

I did.  

We travelled by mini bus with trailer in tow across Europe to the Butterfly 

promise land of Hungary. It was a great chance to get to know the people of 

the group, as most of our travel was along motorways with not a great deal of 

interest outside the windows. Although we did stay at some lovely campsites, 

and made sure to sample the variety of beer and pork along the way. Our 

anticipation of getting to our destination rose with each day as did the 

temperature gage. By the time we arrived I think they were on an even Keel, 

but this was to set the stage for a battle of wills. Would the enthusiasm of the 

EUCAN group prevail against the pitted onslaught of the Hungarian summer 

and the relentless gaze of its sun? 

Our first place of residence and work was the Ferto – Hansag national park. We 

were joined by some butterfly experts who also happened to be Hungarian, 

one of which a lovely man named Andras, who reminded me by look and 

manner of the mythical deity Pan (a faun like character). He was to expound 

upon us many nights of merriment with flute and guitar, drum and banjo and a 

rhythmic dance under a canopy of rain. 

Our main duty here was to find out the population of two species of Large Blue 

butterflies, Maculinea telejus and Maculinea nausithous  in particular wetland 

areas. We did this through mark and recapture at a specific sight to get an 

understanding of their numbers and also the effect of land management in 

their habitats. Most of our work here was done in open grasslands and as the 

days went on the heat and mosquitoes stepped up their offensive. We fought 

this by using soaking wet towels to drape across our heads and spraying 



ourselves with insect repellent like we were powder coating a car. Yet the beer 

kept flowing and the nets kept swinging and our sodden brows did nothing to 

dampen our spirits. 

Everyone in the group was of like mind with great knowledge and passion for 

wildlife and conservation, but also with a glint of the mischievous in their eyes. 

There was always a song to be sung or made up, a joke to be told and a yarn to 

be spun. I learnt a great deal, not just from the practical work we undertook 

but also from the conversations I had with people in our group. As the majority 

of the group worked or studied in this field there was many a fact or insight to 

be gleaned from them. Kathy for instance was enthralled by the wonders of 

the botanical world. Many times out in the field I would lose sight of Kathy only 

to have her pop up from nowhere, magnify glass to eye and an array of grasses 

in her pocket, to take back for further scrutiny. 

Also having large areas of wet land gave us great opportunity to sight an array 

of different birds, including a large variety of Ducks and Geese. Some of which 

we saw were the Greylag Geese, Garganey, Gadwall, Shoveler duck and several 

species of herons and egrets. There were also Honey Buzzards and Common 

Buzzards and many other feathery delights. Which some of the group couldn’t 

help but get up rather early to go and watch the splendid show start its 

morning chorus.  

 

But alas our time at Ferto – Hansag had to come to an end, so back in the bus, 

destination Aggtelek national park.  Aggtelek is at a higher altitude and covers 

an area of 440000ha, 77% of which is forested. Which was a god send coming 

from the steaming plains. It is quite a diverse park with rocky grassland, steep 

grassland that are south facing, wet meadows and of course forest. It was 

classified a national park in 1985 and the state owns 91%. It is a haven for a 

wide variety of insects, reptiles, deer, boar, large predators and many other 

wonderful creatures. 

We spent our day’s here going to a variety of different sites (most of which of 

course were grass lands). Where we frolicked with our nets flashed our 

cameras and listed down all we saw. But not all was play and happy days as 

some of the grassland’s were taller than a man dense with bramble and 



infested with horse flies. The humble horse fly would take up the mantle from 

the mosquito as our new arch nemesis. Of which our best defence, was 

wearing long clothing and having a swift walk. Though some among us took to 

the offence, proving that the delicate butterfly net could also be used as an 

effective trap of death (for the horse fly not the butterfly) 

We also did some cultural things whilst in Hungary such as attending a 

Hungarian folk concert, a jazz concert held in a cave in Aggtelek, learning a 

traditional dance, a talk on Hungarian history and playing table football with 

some of the youth at a local bar. All of which helped with the ethos of the 

Kingcombe Trust to get involved and maintain a long term relationship with 

the local people of the area. 

EUCAN stands for European Conservation Action Network and was established 

in 2007 by the Kingcombe trust charity, based in West Dorset. Our project in 

Hungary an also others based around Europe were funded by the Leonardo da 

Vinci programme. 

I personally learnt allot on this trip and had a great time helping make a 

difference to butterfly conservation in Hungary. The only down side to it all is 

that I can’t do it again next year. 

 

   


